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N ORTH ERN BOU NDAR IES OF KOREA 


1. North Korea-Cblna Boun dary 

No active boundary dispute exists between Communist China and North 
Korea at present. Some segments of the boundary could easily come into 
dispute because of the ambiguity of past agreements on the bou ndar y and 
the nature of the terrain that the boundary traverses, but it is unl ikely 
that any dispute will arise in the near future because the present poli- 
tical relationship between the two countries is amicable. Reportedly, 
agreements between the two countries include seme problems of border 
control but whether these border problems are stated precisely has not 
been determined. 

In the past, mmerous controversies have arisen over the China-Korea 
boundary. Most of them have involved the portion of the boundary near 
Pai-t ! ou Shan, a volcanic peak that is the highest point of the watershed 
between the Yalu and Tumen Rivers. The segments of the boundary that 
follow the main courses of these rivers have been relatively free from 
dispute although the precise delineation of the boundary in the rivers 
has not been clearly established. 

One of the main reasons for misunderstandings over the Pai-t'ou Shan 
area is that it is almost uninhabited and until recently was largely un- 
explored. The first known attempt to define the border in this area waB 
made in 1713* when the Chinese and Koreans erected a boundary momment on 
the watershed of the Yalu and Tumen Rivers near Pai-t’ou Shan. The inscrip- 
tion on the monument reads, in part, as follows: ~ 

...the Governor of Wu-ls Province, Manchuria, 
has under imperial mandate surveyed the 
boundary to this point. After a close 
inspection of the area, we inscribe this 
stone on the watershed dividing the Yalu 
River to the west and the Tumen River to 
the east, marking the boundary for Manchuria 
and Korea. 


An agreement of 1909 (when Korea was under Japanese control) between Japan 
and China stated that the boundary extended from the monument described 
above to the headwater streams of the Tumen River*. 
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The Governments of Japan and China declare that 
the river Tumen is recognized as forming the 
boundary between China and Korea and that in 
the region of the source of that river the 
boundary line shall start frcm the boundary 
monument and thence follow the course of the 
stream Shihyishwei [Chinese: Shih-i-ahui: 
Korean: S 6 gul.au ]. 


^ 1511011 * ncluded in * ie official agreements led to confusion 

and disagreement over which of the many streams that radiate tram 
Pai-t ou Shan were the true headwater streams of the Yalu and Tum-n 
Rivers and, particularly, which one was "the stream Shihyishwei." 

to S tfS ent had a ! i8 : n earlier over whether the Tumen River referred 
T /J? agreement of 3-713 waB the one that flows into the Sea of 

rSS Of 88 the boundai y or to another 

! 01 f the same n f® e thnt a ° ws north into the Amur River system. 

In 191U a survey party had great difficulty establishing a link 

Se“poB 6 “ilir'?S ST®* the 8trs ® considered to be ShUylshvel . 
ins possibility that the monument erected in 1713 might have been moved 

also was discussed. Currently the marker is presumef to bl stS in 

existence although recent maps indicate that disagreement as to its 

precise location. Chinese Communist maps show most of Pai-t'ou Shan 

** tt K ° re “ “* SOTlet 8h °“ ““ 


^ +!! ere iB f llbtle more agreement as to the delineation of the border 
the segments along the Yalu and Tumen Rivers. Although the Yalu 

since at 6 lefls? 86 I** boundar Y for man y Years arid the Tumen 

since at least 1909, the actual river boundaries apparently have not 

been demarcated and the river islands have not beS fomalL ELcaLt 

admin? ^ 5 ° other * Agreements that pertain mainlj to railway 
dnuni strati on divide jurisdiction over one bridge across the Yalu and 

loel+Z T° SS **“ ftt «** midd ** ^ each structure^ bu t StJZtlm 
d ? eS n0t Beem to appl Y to the boundary in the river. The 

* lSl : C ° nVentl0n Eelatln8 t0 RaU " ay Actions 


for the purpose of through train service over 
the two railways, the center of the Yalu iron 
bridge shall be regarded as the dividing line 
between the two countries, the western portion 
being the Chinese [side of the] bounder/ and 
the eastern portion the Japanese. 


Apparently, neither country has ever claimed the entire river and there 
has been considerable cooperation between the two countries in matters of 
- igation, especially in the operation of the twin ports of Antung and ? 
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bixiuiju. While Korea was under -tHpnnesc control, the boundary in the 
laiu wsB generally considered to follow the Thlweg. o>- darnel" 

vhacn would, place the boundary closer to the Chinese side to Se 

,,orth Korean Bice of the stream and would put nearly all of the 1 elands 
under Korean control. ' bianos 


!° E8lble EOUrr,fl of dispute is the Sup’ung Bam on the 
;:; r1 ’ hnB Prided r for large areas of both China and 

of ^ hSe nn+ ' been established bu 

^ +5 b brl ;,f e followed the boundary would b 

f lddJe of the dsm. 'this in rot known to be the case, however « 
have been indications that the Koreans consider the project to b 
th «lr jurisdiction. Toe Jsst too™ borter ln?iSnf-i th 

"’f during repairs to tie dEm 1948 - 49 . when tV toriLf 
and proceed.* to repair the entire structure. T; 
--j^n met with mild opposition and sotae harrassment by the Chin*. 
hm, r..te problem was apparently resolved qpfetlv, Afte - the cimr 
repaired the Chinese received larger quantities of electric rove 

£ "**■*«* *** *** ™ l£E 

. ~ not all- of the available electric power from Stm'nnr. 


lower 
Korea, 
t if thu 
3 in the 
id there 
3 entirely 
s area 
*e fused 

ilS 

?se, 

f as 

• than 
ng most. 


yj J onsiderable friction occurred in the past over th* i large numbers 
o ; Koreans living In border areas inside China. The largest eomentra- 
Koreans as in the area northeast of Pa.l-tCou Shan, where they 
constitute about 70 per cent of the total population. The preset ce of 

-«r San rer 1 de f 6 - Vh ° VSre amc,at? fche «M*lest settlers in this area 
w6s ^recognized and. approved by the 1<?0Q Treaty In lire u-,- +>, rt /. 

Region wa. IstubSrSr^S^a'ii 

Sh °" t> ’” nhW 8^» 1 KcrB “ Autonomous * Hsien wL'S.b- 
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2 . North Korea-USSR B oundar y 

The boundary between North Korea and the USSR is not currently in 
dispute although the legal status of this boundary is very uncertain and 
there seems to be no international agreement relating to it. The boundary, 
only about 10 miles long, is generally considered to follow the main chan- 

IZl L COU f! ° f i he Tuaiea Biver - Relther costly has pressed 
territory, probably in part because of their close 
p iitical axfinlty and in part because the land adjacent to the river is 
iowlying, marshy, and generally unsuitable for habitation. 

F ®" S ^f npt ® have been made t0 define the status of the boundary, 
en the China-Russia boundary to the north was demarcated in l86i the 

onif S i.° nerS D f arrying OUt the fca8K st °PP ed their vork the left bank 
R J ver > a considerable distance frcm the mouth of the river, 
and erected a boundary marker lettered "T". In 1886, a mixed commission 

but T poaltion of the China-Russia boundary markers, 

but it did not check the Korea-Russia boundary — mainly because the 

Czari st government of Russia felt it would not be correct to establish 
an exact border with a country that was merely semi-independent. The 
commission did move the boundary marker W T” about 4 miles downstream 
to a point about 10 miles from the mouth of the Tumen River and also 
proposed that an agreement be made to provide for navigation for the 
?! lo * er Course of the river ‘ A Korean-Russian agreement 
countriee r ° VideS **** freedoIn ° f nsrvi g atio11 on the lower Tumen for both 

. . P 1 19dl Russian government caUed to the attention of Japan, 

J? 1 !?. ?°??I! lle ? Kore f at **** time > the f act that the boundary should 
:f d f lim J te d. In 1914, Japan submitted a plan for the delimitation of 
the boundary in the river channel, but nothing was done about it. 

. 18 known of Post-World War II agreement on boundary 

delimitations, and the current status of the boundary reportedly remains 
unchanged. During the Korean Conflict a number of bridges were built 
over the Tumen River but most of them were destroyed. One jointly 
operated bridge now spans the river, but no agreements concerning the 
boundary on this bridge have been reported. 
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Map R efere nces 


CIA Map Library 
Call No. 


1. 2A000 
U586 
1959 

2. 2A000 
U584 
1954 

3. G000-22 

H6889 


4. aH420 

.T585 
X957 

5- ®H420 

.T562 
1953 

6 . aH420 

.T54 
1934 

7- *H435 
.K98 
1958 


Atlas Mira, Glavnoye Upravleniye, Geodezii i 
kartografii MVD, SSSR, 1959. 


Atlaa Mira, Glavnoye Upravleniye, Geodezii 1 
fcartografii MVD, SSSR, 1954. 


Karta SSSR , 1:2,500,000, Sheet l 6 , Glavnoye 
tipravl'eniye, Geodezii i Kartografii MVD, 

SSSR, 1958 . 

Chung-hua Jen-min Kung-Hc Kuo Ti-T‘u Chi, 

(Atlas of People' 1 a Republic of China/, October 
1957* Ti-t'u Ch ‘ u-pan She. 

Chung-hua Jen-min Rung Ho Kuo Fen Sheng Ti -T*u, 
provincial Maps of the People's Republic ot 
China), August 1953* Ti-t -u Ch 1 u-pan She. 

Hew Provincial Atlas of China , V. K. Ting, 1934. 


Choaon Chicloch’op (Korean Atlas), Kyoyuk Toao 
Ch * ulp ’ansa ( Educational Books Publication House) 
Pyongyang, 1958- 
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